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Armed guards and travel chaos for 50,000 

England fans at the World Cup 

England fans who can afford it will be offered armed guards to escort them as they travel 
hundreds of miles between matches at the World Cup in South Africa next summer. 

The opening game against the United States on June 12 will be at the Royal Bfokeng Stadium, 
near Rustenburg, north of Johannesburg. Supporters then face a 861-mile trip to the Green Point 
Stadium in Cape Town for the second match against Algeria. 

The Football Association will be under pressure to ask Fifa to change the location of at least one 
of the group stage matches to reduce the travel for supporters. 

Extreme violence is a regular occurrence in South Africa, where 50 people are murdered every 
day. Most crimes are committed against South Africans in townships and other poor settlements, 
but security specialists are warning foreign visitors that they could become targets. 

One British tour operator is offering a “fully armed security service” as part of its package for 
corporate groups and another will send trained escorts with prominent clients. 

Red24, which provided crisis management services to clients in the Mumbai terrorist attacks last 
year, described the threat to fans as “credible”. Neil Thompson, the operations director, said: “The 
vast majority of people will have a good time but there is a serious crime epidemic that the police 
and security companies cannot cope with. 

“Supporters cannot just drink a few pints of lager and walk along the street. It’s dangerous. 
Tourists are perceived as rich and a camera could represent someone’s next meal. They’ll take it 
without a second thought.” 

Some of the British-owned company’s chaperones will be armed. “It’s preferable not to rely on a 
gun but sometimes it’s necessary,” said Mr Thompson, who used to live in South Africa. 

Foreigners who fail to be vigilant often fall victim to theft at cash machines or at traffic lights. 
There were 15,000 recorded incidents of carjacking last year. 

Most tour operators are using gated hotel complexes near Johannesburg and taking clients to 
and from matches by bus. Few of their guests, paying upwards of £4,000 a head for a tour taking 
in England’s three group matches, will be wandering the streets. 

Andy Vinsen, commercial director of Keith Prowse, the tour operator that will take about 500 
clients, believes that armed guards are an over-reaction. “I think it does the whole country a 
disservice to suggest it. We went on a fact-finding mission and thought it unnecessary,” he said. 



The South African Government has announced a dedicated force of 41,000 police officers, after a 
recruitment drive to increase the total to 190,000 by the end of this year. A further 86,000 private 
security guards will work around the stadiums, official hotels, fan parks, restaurants and bars to 
cope with an influx of nearly 500,000 overseas visitors including up to 50,000 England fans. 

Any criminal cases involving foreigners will be given priority during the tournament with more than 
50 courts operating for 15 hours a day to try, sentence and imprison offenders on the day they 
are caught. 

One area of criminality that could be reduced from previous World Cups is ticket touting after Fifa, 
football’s world governing body, took tighter control of distribution. Three million tickets — a third 
for South African fans, a third for international fans and a third for sponsors, teams and the Fifa 
guests — are available. Recipients will receive their tickets only once they arrive in South Africa 
and will be limited to seven per person. 

Despite tougher anti-touting legislation, which gives police the right to confiscate touted tickets, 
there is still expected to be a sizeable black market because of the high demand. 

England’s team-specific allocation sold out the quickest in the first ballot while the Football 
Association’s allocation of 12 per cent of the saleable capacity at group matches and 8 per cent in 
the knockout stages will be directed to its official supporters group. 

England will be favourites to win all three of the group matches and have been named the second 
favourites to win the competition by William Hill, the bookmakers, last night. In contrast Germany 
have to play Australia, Serbia and Ghana while Brazil face Ivory Coast, Portugal and North Korea 
to reach the next stage in the competition. 

David Beckham, who took part in the draw ceremony, said: “It is a very interesting group. They 
are all hard games and it’s very exciting to be a part of it.” 

Fabio Capello, the England manager, said: “It’s not bad. We have played against US and 
Slovenia recently at home, and played well and won but when we have to play here in June it will 
be different. Every opponent will be strong because when you play in the World Cup, every game 
is not easy. Are we going to win the World Cup? We have to win it.” 

Travel agents are expecting a torrent of calls from fans wanting to travel to South Africa with a 
new batch of World Cup tickets going on sale today. 

Fifa has cracked down on illegal sites offering fake tickets but fans are being warned to remain 
alert for online scams, which will spring up as the tournament approaches. 
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