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Libya
The ongoing political insecurity and generally insecure and lawless environment in 
Libya, coupled with the growing presence of foreign business personnel, will continue to 

inform the extremely high kidnapping threat in 2017; frequent abductions of locals and foreign 
nationals by a variety of militia, rebel, Islamist militant and tribal groups should be anticipated. 
The kidnapping threat will extend countrywide; however, areas in which kidnappings will 
likely occur most frequently will include the capital, Tripoli, as well as Benghazi, Sirte, Sabha 
and elsewhere. Construction, engineering and extractive personnel, as well as journalists, aid 
workers, diplomats and business personnel, will remain high-value targets.

Iraq
The high kidnap threat in Iraq’s central and northern Sunni governorates, which have 
been most severely affected by the conflict between IS and security forces, will remain 

in place in 2017. In addition, the threat will remain elevated in previously less-affected areas in 
many central and southern governorates, where a myriad of criminal, militant and militia groups 
will continue to take advantage of the conflict-induced security vacuum to conduct kidnappings 
for financial and political/ideological gain. Kidnapping threat levels will remain medium in the 
Kurdish north and Shiite south. Locals will be primarily targeted; high-value foreign targets will 
include journalists, diplomats, military personnel and individuals linked to Western NGOs.

Mexico
An increase in official kidnapping rates in 2016 for the first time since 
2013 indicates that Mexico will remain a top kidnapping hotspot in 

2017. The kidnapping threat will remain most elevated in Guerrero, Jalisco, 
Mexico City, Mexico State, Michoacan, Morelos, Nuevo Leon, Tabasco, 
Tamaulipas and Veracruz states. Although locals will comprise the vast 
majority of victims, foreign nationals still face a considerable countrywide 
risk; short-term express kidnappings and extortion will generally pose a more 
likely threat to foreigners than traditional kidnap for ransom. With general 
elections scheduled for 2018, precedent indicates that there may be an uptick 
in politically motivated kidnappings and detentions  in the lead up to the poll.

Pakistan
The presence of numerous criminal and Islamist/anti-Western armed 
groups will guarantee a high kidnapping threat in many areas of 

Pakistan in 2017. Most of these groups are based in the lawless tribal border 
regions in the north west of the country, and as such, kidnapping threat 
levels will remain highest in Gilgit-Baltistan, Azad Kashmir, Balochistan and 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa regions. Furthermore, frequent kidnapping activity will 
also permeate Pakistan’s urban centres, including Karachi, Peshawar, and 
even the more ‘secure’ cities of Lahore and the capital, Islamabad. Locals 
will be primarily targeted; high-value foreign targets will include journalists, 
diplomats, military personnel and individuals linked to Western NGOs.

Venezuela
The embedded presence of criminal kidnapping syndicates and well-
documented police corruption and collusion, coupled with the ongoing 

serious political and security challenges facing Venezuela, will contribute to 
frequent kidnapping  incidents in Venezuela in 2017. Locals from across the 
social sphere will be primarily targeted; middle-income individuals, such as 
businesspeople, landowners and corporate executives, and their dependants, 
will be most frequently affected. Abductions of foreign nationals should also 
be anticipated. Although the threat will extend countrywide, the capital, 
Caracas, and the surrounding areas of the Distrito Federal, will remain a 
particularly adversely affected area; short-term express kidnappings in 
particular are expected to continue to occur in the city on an almost daily 
basis. Additional high-risk urban centres in Anzoategui, Barinas, Carabobo, 
Guarico, Merida and Valencia states, as well as locations in close proximity to 
the western border, will also be subject to an elevated kidnap risk.

Afghanistan
The resurgence in kidnapping activity witnessed in 
many areas of Afghanistan in 2016, including the 

regular abductions of foreign nationals in the capital, Kabul, 
is expected to continue in 2017. The threat from criminal, 
militant and Islamist extremist groups will remain extremely 
high across much of the country, with risk levels most elevated 
in the southern and eastern provinces, particularly in areas 
in close proximity to the shared border with Pakistan. Aid 
workers, as well as business, media, and military personnel, 
will comprise the primary targets. Precedent indicates that 
the period between April and July, which coincides with 
the Taleban’s spring offensive, a time of increased militant 
activity, will be accompanied by an increased frequency of 
kidnapping incidents.

The Sahel
The series of high-profile abductions of foreign nationals in various countries 
in the Sahel over the past 18 months has refocused attention on the regional 

kidnapping threat posed by Islamist extremist groups, in particular al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM) 
and affiliate/splinter groups. The embedded presence of a variety of these transnational extremist groups, 
as well as their criminal smuggling and drug trafficking affiliates, will contribute to a high kidnapping 
threat in a number of countries in the Sahel in 2017. Highest risk areas will include most of Mali, southern 
Niger and Algeria, and eastern Mauritania; the fairly new extension of the militant kidnapping threat into 
north eastern Burkina Faso will continue if not increase. The potential for these terrorist actors to extend 
their operational theatres into the previously unaffected countries of Cote d’Ivoire and Senegal may also 
present as a new and complex security risk.

Southern Philippines and south eastern Malaysia
The land-based and maritime kidnapping threat posed by Philippines-
based Islamist extremist group, Abu Sayyaf, in the country’s southern 

Mindanao region and the Sulu Archipelago, as well as the coastal areas of Malaysia’s 
south eastern Sabah state, will remain significant in 2017. Although the majority of 
incidents will be continue to be motivated by financial gain, Abu Sayyaf’s affiliation 
with the Iraq- and Syria-based Islamic State (IS) will manifest in the continued 
inclusion of ideological demands, which in the case of Western hostages will make 
kidnappings challenging to resolve. Despite this, a high percentage of kidnap victims 
will be released following significant financial settlements. Regular kidnappings of 
locals and foreign nationals by the Philippines-based extremist group and its criminal 
and smuggling affiliates within its operational strongholds in both countries are 
expected to continue in the coming year. 

Nigeria
The kidnapping threat in Nigeria will remain complex, multifaceted and significant in 2017; factors such as 
the 2016 upsurge in Niger Delta militant activity and the accompanying emergence of new and resurgent 

militant groups, political instability, ongoing high levels of criminality and corruption, and a falling oil price, will 
likely contribute to a further increase in kidnappings of both locals and foreign nationals. Individuals from all 
income groups and their dependants will be targeted. Specific areas of concern will include the growing spread 
of criminal kidnapping activity into the southern and central states, the potential for an uptick in kidnappings 
of locals and foreigners in the Niger Delta, and an increase in piracy and maritime crime incidents, both off the 
Niger Delta coast and in its coastal waterways. Due to the containment of Boko Haram in north eastern Nigeria, 
kidnapping incidents involving foreigners in the north of the country will remain low.

Sudan
Kidnapping will remain a key operational tactic of various rebel and militant groups in Sudan in 2017.  
The kidnapping threat will be most elevated in the restive Darfur region, where aid workers provide 

ample high-value targets. Conflict between the Sudanese military and rebel factions will contribute to a 
high threat in the Blue Nile and South Kordufan states, as well as in the Abyei region. Although locals will 
comprise the majority of kidnap victims in Sudan; the kidnap threat will extend to foreign nationals, and 
further abductions of foreigners should be expected, especially aid workers and oil and gas personnel.

Syria
The ongoing conflict, coupled with the proliferation of extremist and militant groups and generally lawless environment, will 
guarantee an extremely high kidnapping threat across Syria in 2017. Should the steady progress made in 2016 by local and 

international military forces in containing the Islamic State (IS) conflict continue, we may see a return of foreign nationals to Syria,  
particularly aid workers and journalists. The anticipated security vacuum and associated socio-economic drivers of instability in post-
conflict locations, coupled with elevated tensions between state- and non-state groups therein and an increased presence of foreign 
nationals, may contribute to an environment conducive to a potential uptick in the kidnapping of foreign nationals in the medium-term.

Yemen
General political and security threats have manifested in an increased kidnapping threat in many areas 
of Yemen in recent years, including in previously relatively ‘secure’ locations, such as the capital, Sanaa. 

Barring a significant improvement in the country’s overall security environment in 2017, which is unlikely, the 
threat posed by kidnapping in Yemen will remain elevated. Regular kidnappings of locals and foreign nationals 
by tribal, extremist and criminal groups will continue, with aid workers, diplomats and business personnel 
comprising the primary targets. Furthermore, southern separatist and northern and central Houthi agitation 
will contribute to regular wrongful/extra-judicial detentions, as was the case in 2016.

Special Risks - Global Kidnapping Hotspots 2017
Kidnap for ransom and extortion (KRE) will remain a credible security risk in numerous areas of the world in 2017. red24 has identified the following locations as global kidnapping hotspots during 

this period. In line with our client focus, an elevated kidnapping threat to foreign recreational and business travellers, business interests and NGO and media personnel has been used as the 
primary criterion. In light of KRE data sourcing challenges, open-source, privileged and anecdotal information has been used in this assessment. Together with available information pertaining to 

kidnapping rates, threat types and incident dynamics, additional security threats, and domestic and national security-related developments, have also been taken into account.
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